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or other, how little soever any of you may think of it1 But
I will, as you desire, excuse you the delivery of my com-
pliments to poor H[enry] Clements,2 and hope you will
have much better fortune than poor Mr. Davis,* who has
left a family that is like to find a cruel want of him. Pray
let me hear that you grow very rich, and begin to make
purchases. I never heard that Hfenry] Clements was dead.
I was at his mayoral feast.4 Has he been Mayor since, or
did he die then, and everybody forget to send me word
of it?

Those sermons you have thought fit to transcribe will
utterly disgrace you, unless you have so much credit that
whatever comes from you will pass. They were what I was
firmly resolved to burn, and especially some of them, the
idlest trifling stuff that ever was writ, calculated for a church
without a company or a roof, like our [chapel at] Oxford.5
They will be a perfect lampoon upon me, whenever you
look upon them, and remember they are mine.

I remember those letters to Eliza:6 they were writ In my
youth. You might have sealed them up, and nobody of my

1  The house which, according to tradition, Swift occupied at Kilroot
is small, and Winder evidently found it convenient to continue to
reside at Carnmoney.   With respect to the house which Swift is sup-
posed to have occupied, Mr. Litton Falkiner notes, " Close to Kilroot
graveyard, where there are no remains of the church (supra^ p. 15, n. 3),
there is a thatched cottage-built house, now In possession of a Castle
Dobhs tenant, called from its shape the Egg, in which Swift is reputed
to have resided."

2  Henry Clements, who resided at Straid, near Carrickfergus, and
was a member of the family now represented by the Earl of Leitrim,
died six months after Swift left Kilroot on 2 November, 1696.   At
the time of his death he was Mayor and one of the representatives in
parliament of Carrickfergus.   (See McSkimin, op. a/., pp. 143, 328.)

3  Probably John Davis, of Carrickfergus, whose will, dated 9 April,
1693, and  proved in  1694,  shows that he left a wife and  three
daughters.

4  According to McSkimin (pp. ctt.9 pp. 185, 375a), the installation
of the Mayor of Carrickfergus was attended with much ceremony.
The civic  worthies and their friends were feasted by the Mayor,
and the commonalty were entertained by the baiting of a bull in the
market-place.

5  Hart Hall does not appear to have possessed a chapel until 1716,
but possibly Swift referred to the adjacent chapel of our Lady at
Smithgate (S. G. Hamilton, op. cit., p. 41).   Winder is said to have
been at Oxford with Swift, but his name does not appear in Foster's
" Alumni Oxonienses-33

6  Possibly Betty Jones, his first Leicester flame (supra, p. 4, n. i).ng" Castle Dobbs, has noted that "the house
